Comfort in LOSS Retrieval in the Kingdom
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Sister Amy & Brother Dominig
JUNE 2016 / After his baptism




Then Dominiq had an accident.
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How close is God?

“God’s promise —waiting for
the resurrection.”
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Grief too great for comfort:

“And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon
his loins, and mourned for his son many days. And all his
sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him,;
but he refused to be comforted; and he said, For I will
go down into the grave unto my son mourning.

Thus his father wept for him.”

Gen 37:34-35



empathy

Sorrow can overwhelm comfort. God understands.

“When | would comfort myself against sorrow, my heart is faint within me.”

Jeremiah 8:18




Strong feelings are natural and real:

| felt like screaming to God because wicked people live.

Scriptural Answer:

“Behold, these are the wicked; always at ease, they increase in riches. ...For
all the day long I have been stricken, and chastened every morning. ...But
when I thought how to understand this, it seemed to me a wearisome task,
until I went into the sanctuary of God; then I perceived their end. Truly
thou dost set them in slippery places; thou dost make them fall to ruin.
How they are destroyed in a moment, swept away utterly by terrors! They
are like a dream when one awakes, on awaking you despise their
phantoms.”

Psa 73:12...20



Amy’s Contrast Between Natural Feelings
and Spiritual Knowledge

“Like Rachel weeping for her children, I refuse to be comforted. I feel
like I'm hanging at the end of a rope, over an abyss,
where the only thing keeping me from letting go is the
knowledge of the resurrection, and seeing my son again.”

Sister Amy




God Answered Amy with Personal Identification

“Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break forth, O
mountains, into No greater grief:! For the Lord has comforted his
people and will have compassion on his afflicted. But Zion said, “The
Lord has forsaken me; my Lord has forgotten me.” “Can a woman
forget her nursing child, that she should have no compassion on the
son of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you.
Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands;”

Isaiah 49:13-16 (ESV)




Just recently, two years later...

“I'm trying to endure this tragedy and my life until the end by holding
onto my Hope Rope and looking earnestly for Christ to Return. It
struck me this year that Christ uses the word “endure”. Why would he
say endure if things were not painful in this life? To endure
acknowledges that there will be suffering. I'm holding on and
enduring until Christ comes because I know...

“I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.”
John 11:24

I am longing for the day when the following will happen, and I will
hear these words, “’Young man, I say to you, arise.” And the dead
man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother.”
Luke 7:14 And, “Woman, behold your son!” John 19:26



-rnciple of Loss

A life is not lost, unless it is lost to God.

“What does it benefit a man to gain the whole world yet lose his life?”
Mark 8:36




ANOTHER RECENT STORY
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Loss & baptism:iAkal hflil Father’s Plea

“He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.”

Mark 16:16
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Srother Peter Boon, AU January 2017
His message on the day of his son’s funeral:

“Two weeks ago a woman just for a moment did not look, or
pause to contemplate. Her eyes were closed to an oncoming
motorcycle. The tragic result of her decision was the death of
my son who we buried today. God demands faith from us.
Faith leads somewhere; He that believes and is baptized shall
be saved.”







Srother Peter Boon, AU January 2017
A message on the day of his son’s funeral:

“My son, James, like most young people struggled to engage in
this course of life. If there Is any one small token of value in his
death, it is the trumpet call to make excellent choices.

Stare with us at his body today...choose your friends well. Choose
the places you go to, so they improve you, fill your minds with
brave endeavor, choose to generously give away for others and
embrace an endearing place for God in your passions so that He
can fill your life with the richest meaning.”




MESSAGE

NAAMAN’S SERVANTS:

“If the prophet had told you to do something great, would you
not have done it? How much more then, when he says to you,
‘Wash, and be clean’?”

SOLOMON‘S ADVICE:

“Remember now your creator in the adays of your youth

Ecclesiastes 12:1 «uv




LOVE AND HOPE:

“Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things.”

1 Corinthians 13:7
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Knowing what to say Bro. David Levin's Advice




To the Ecclesia:
BRO. DAVID LEVIN

“Comfort doesn't come from intellectualizing;

it comes from being human and allowing grief to have its full expression.
We tend to think that displays of emotion mean we lack faith. Just the
opposite is true. Our grief shows our love for the deceased and his
family; it shows our understanding of mortality and all of its horrible
events; it gives us opportunity to show unity, support, love, care, and
compassion. Please don't try to short circuit the value of grief. People
who are traumatized and aren't processing very much anyway.

Hugs and tears and even sitting in silence with them
communicates more than words.”




Allow a place for grief; validate feelings.




How to relate to someone suffering from severe grief:

- Save theology for another time. There’s a place for it later, but not in
the trauma of loss. Instead, be sympathetic.

- Avoid saying: “l know what you’re feeling.” They know you don'’t.
Better to say: “/ can’t imagine what this is like for you. | have no words, but
I’'m here.”

- Help comforts more than words. Don’t say: “Let me know if | can
do anything.” Do say: “Tell me what you need right now.” Help with meals,
cleaning, lightening the burden of dalily affairs.

- Avoid sayings that attempt to alleviate the pain of grief; better
to be a good listener. You don’t have to have answers; you can listen,
acknowledge, cry, reminisce, and be present in silence.



Practical support in loss:

- There Is no such thing as recovery from a major loss. Hearts
are broken that time can’t heal. Peace comes when we reconcile to loss.
That anchor is hope.

* In the months to come, be careful not to avoid them. The first
year Is the worst. Beyond that, it's good to ask how they are doing.
Mention the name of the one that Is lost; share your own sadness.

- Sometimes the bereaved have a change in their social circles.
Accept these shifts; allow their own timetable.

* Please feel free to contact David Levin if you have any
uncertainties about what might be helpful. He is a mental health
professional, specializing in grief and traumatic loss.



To contact Bro. David Levin:

codaplus4@gmail.com
(717) 606-6286

DOWNLOAD BRO. DAVID’S FULL ADVICE:

www.mintdesign.com/comfort

BRO. DAVID’S COMING BOOK:

“Until Sorrows Cease”
Coping and Caring in Times of Loss and Suffering



what Yahweh says
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SUITABLE

“The princes portion, will be a stately realm in the land of promise
stretching far enough east to embrace the original Garden of eden, where
the first Adam was expelled. It is assigned to the last Adam as a palace of
his glory on earth, the retreat of his loving communion with the Bride, the

Lamb’s wife. The allotment is not only a holy portion of land containing a
city and a sanctuary, but of a portion for the prince containing over 10,000
square miles. Such an immense area, laid out in the paradisiac beats of
Eden [or paths], is a suitable privacy for the once crucified King.”

BROTHER ROBERTS
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ASUITABLE PROPERY
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EXTENTS

“On the map before me, there are four rivers which flow together, and at length form a
river which falls in to the Persian Gulf. This indicates the country called Eden, which is
watered by these rivers. This country, in after ages, came to be denominated ‘the
Garden of the Lord’; and the kings who reigned in it, ‘the Trees of Eden.’ So that the
name of it came to be applied...more especially as the future paradise is to occupy a
considerable portion of its ancient limits.”

“In the Septuagint, the word garden is transferred without translation. Paradise is a
Persian word adopted into the Greek and expressed in Hebrew as pardes. It signifies a
park, a forest, or preserve; a garden of trees of various kinds, a delightful grove. It is found
in these texts: I made me gardens (paradises) and orchards, and | planted trees in them
of all kinds of fruits,” and ‘A garden enclosed (a paradise) is my sister spouse.’ The latter
text is representative of that part of Eden over which Solomon reigned; and metaphorical
of its beauty, fertility, and glory, when the Heir of the vineyard, the ‘greater than Solomon’
shall come to Zion, and ‘marry the land’ of Eden, as defined in the everlasting covenant
with Abraham.”

Dr. THOMAS / Elpis Israel / Eden, pp.55-58







What would that look like up close”
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“The Lord will comfort Zion:"e
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pristine coastlines
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beautiful dwellings
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But he retrieval of life?
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lsalah 25:6-9 (KJV)

6 And 1n  this m‘ountaln shall the Lord of b
- feast of fat thmgs a feast of wines on th
marrow of w1nes on the lees Well reflnec.'f’""i ]

£

is spread over all nathns/{H e will swallow up. death in’ ictory: and th >
Lord God will wipe® a’Way tears frd%lud‘ff all faces and the rebuke of hls -
people shall he take z away from off all the earth: for the Lord:hath
- 'spoken it. And it shall be said in that day, Lo ‘this is our God; N
we have waited for him, and he will save us: th1s is the Lord;
we have waited for him, we will be glad and re301ce in his salvation.
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